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How has the concept of luxury continued to evolve in your industry 
and beyond?  
Luxury has continued to evolve to where there is an expectation that 
great hotels embody their destinations and capture a true sense of place. 
The aesthetic and vibe should be an authentic reflection of the locale and 
culture, and the experiences should be inspired by the unique attributes 
of the location.

Two of your children currently work with Montage Resorts. What 
is it like to work with family? What business philosophies have you 
handed down to your children?
All four of my children have worked with me at some point. I take 
incredible pride in how they have conducted themselves and have 
contributed to our success. I have tried to instill that working for 
Montage is a responsibility, not a privilege, and the importance and value 
of the contributions of our staff at all levels of the organization.

You are launching Pendry Hotels with your son, Michael. Can you 
tell us a bit about the vision for this collection? Can you share with us 
any details about the first Pendry Hotel, set to open in San Diego's 
Gaslamp later this year?
Pendry is a collection of new luxury hotels for the modern day traveler. 
Pendry Hotels fills the void between service-oriented luxury hotels and 
design-driven boutique hotels. The need to service this new, emerging 
breed of luxury hospitality guest led to the launch of a brand that 
meets at the crossroads of both. Pendry Hotels will blend thoughtful 
and gracious hospitality for which Montage has become known with 
inspired design and authentic programming. Pendry San Diego will 
feature 317 guestrooms, including 36 suites, three restaurants, a rooftop 
pool, social club, beer hall, spa and fitness center.

You and your wife live on property at the Montage Laguna. Give us a 
sense of what life there is like, day to day, and some of your favorite 
things to do in and around the resort.
The staff at Montage Laguna Beach feels like an extension of our family. 
I love seeing the same friendly faces day in and day out. Most days start 
with a coffee in The Loft and a workout in the gym overlooking the 
Pacific. Lunch at Mosaic is a favorite and dinner at Studio is always a 
treat.  

What nonprofit is closest to your heart and why?
Boys and Girls Club of Laguna Beach. They provide extraordinary 
opportunities for all youth in our community.

Where can you find the perfect cup of coffee in OC?
Zinc Café. The coffee accompanies my favorite breakfast there, poached 
eggs on raisin toast.

Do you have a style/fashion icon? 
 Paul Newman. Confident and effortlessly cool.

What is the greatest luxury in life?
Good health… and spending time with my family. I never imagined how 
much fun spending time with my adult children would be. 

hen Alan Fuerstman opened the first Montage 
Hotel & Resort in Laguna Beach in 2002, it was 
apparent that a new notion of luxury had arrived. 

Yes, the hotel had an incomparable setting, beautiful accommodations, 
restaurants helmed by acclaimed chefs, and stellar service. What it 
didn’t have, however, was pretense - and that made it instantly unique 
in its category. In this way, Fuerstman and his team rewrote the book 
on luxury hotels, capturing the zeitgeist of the affluent traveler, who 
was just as comfortable in jeans as in a suit - and needed a casually 
elegant destination to match.

It’s an approach that continues to ring true today, as evidenced by the 
company’s continued success and expansion into a world-renowned 
collection of properties spanning Beverly Hills; Park City, Utah; 
Bluffton, South Carolina; and Lahaina on Maui, Hawaii. In early 
2018, Montage Hotels & Resorts will make its first foray into the 
international market, with the opening of Montage Los Cabos on 
Santa Maria Bay, Mexico. Just as Fuerstman is poised to redefine 
luxury internationally - as well as to launch the first of the company’s 
new fashion-forward, design-driven, service-centered Pendry Hotels 
in San Diego’s Gaslamp District later this fall - Nobleman sat down 
with this taste-making trailblazer to get his take on business, family, 
life in OC…and the true meaning of luxury. 

W
WITH ALAN FUERSTMAN, 

FOUNDER AND CEO OF MONTAGE RESORTS

ONE ON ONE

BY CARRIE WILLIAMS

>>  >>  >>  >>  >>  >>

PROFILE

SENSATIONAL SOUTH 

AFRICA
SECRETS OF THE CAPE

9 DAYS $2199* USD

Experience a ‘taste of South Africa’ on this phenomenal 
9 night Cape Town package incorporating culture, history,  
wildlife, scenery and more!

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
EXTRAVAGANZA

13 DAYS $5749* USD

This deluxe Southern Africa package includes 5 STAR 
accommodations in Cape Town, Kruger National Park and 
Victoria Falls, with private transfer and touring for 13 days.

Prices are from per person sharing, subject to availability 
and including airfare and taxes from New York to South 
Africa. Other departure dates available: Secrets of the Cape 
is valid for departures 13-30 Sep‘16. Southern Africa Ex-
travaganza is valid for departures 08 Oct and 05 Nov’16. 
TICO# 1532989. 3284 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON.

AIRFARE INCLUDED

AIRFARE INCLUDED

goway.com/southafrica 800-245-0920


